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AUTHORITATIVE - DEFINITIVE - COMPREHENSIVE

Books and Software for the

J\ ATARI st

GEM
on the
ATARI ST

£42.95

The GEM
Programmer's
Reference
presents
detailed
information on
GEM, with
examples written

in both C and 68000 assembly

language.

The definitive Packed with
Anatomy of the| Quide fo the ST ATARI ST | dozens of hinfs
ATARI ST Imporfant Tricks and Tips| @nd applications
hardware and for all ST owners.
£42.95 programming g£42.95 | Learn howfo
information. make brilliant
Valuable to both graphics; refine
the professional your BASIC,
programmer and the ST novice assembler and C programs.
alike. Advanced programming
fechnigues.
The world’'s T
standard N INTEractive,
database. :?::IESIII curr_mu’rer gided PC Board
Powerful, easy design fool fo Designer
and with all the £119 aufomate fhe
documentation planning and £299
and applications N\ design of prinfed
you could ever N cireuif boards
wish to buy. layous.
Learn how fo Infroduction fo
ATARIST | create graphics ATARI ST | high speed
Graphics | and use the Machine | world of 68000
and Sound | pyilt-in sound Language | machine
facilities of your language on
£12.95 | AtarisT £12.95 Am?] STglnn!udes
Examples are step-by-step
written in BASIC, programming

C, LOGO, and Mod

uta 2.

and solutions fo typical problems,

Using compre-
hensive and
valuable tips
and fricks’
anyane, from an
Atari first-timer
fo an experi-
enced ST
Graphics user,

ATARI ST
Graphic
Applications

£12.95

will be able fo make use of the
fantastic graphics available on

FIRST PUBLISHING LTD

Unit 20B, Horseshoe Road, Horseshoe Park, Pangbourne,

Berkshire RG8 75W

Tel: 07367 5244 Tx: 848854

the ST.
s Written fo
supplement, not
dBASEIl | repigce the
Tricks and Tips|  4RASE Il manual.
Information
£14.95 invaluable to the
dBASE novice
and experienced

programmer alike. Packed with
samples and suggestions for all

types of usage.

=)

Please send m
copies @
copies @
copies @
TOTAL
O Cheque [ Postal Order O Credit Card
Name
Address
Post Code Telno.
Access/Visa Card No,
Expiry Date

ALNZEE

Data Becker Books and Software from

FIRST PUBLISHING LTD

FIRST SOFTWARE [T0_

E




The ST-

by appointment

|F there was ever any doubt that tha ST is 2 superk
antertainment machine. this has now baen removed,

For it has been aiven the seal of approval by
MicroProse no less — for the uninitiated, that's akin 1o
sporting a "By Appointment to Her Majesty™.

Mot. that the name MicroProse may be all that
familiar to some ST users in'the UK, for the moment at
least. After all it has only just releasad'its first title for
the machine.

However, MicroProse just happens to be the Rolls
Royce of the software industry in the USA with its
award winning sophisticated simulations.

"So when you gat MicroProsa writing for your
machine, you know you've got a winner on your
hands”, observed one leading industry figure recently.

For the corporation is known to select the names it
hops into: bed with with extreme care.

The most pressing reason for this being that it
budgets up to $1 million on developing each of its
titles. So the end product must essentially become a
blockbuster.

“What they have aimed for and what they have got
with each of their 14 titles 1o date is something
equivalent to Gone With The Wind in film terms™, 2
leading American computer journalist wrate recanthy.

A= 8 result. guality for once has ensured quantity
and that has translated into the corporation becoming
the third largest entertainment softwarg house inthe
States.

Mor is it a stranger to the world 6f Atari, For on the
g bit front it already provides 25 per cent of all
software zold inthe United States: And MicroProse
recently received an award as the most consistent
supporter of Atari in the LISA.

Its first title for the 5T s Silant Service, a
mind-blowing submarine simulation which arrives
with the most impecocable of credentials.

Previously released for the IBM and Apple, it
racently topped the famous Billboard Chart in the

States for four weeks, having been at number two for

three months before that.

In all Silent Service has wan five major awarnds, the
latest being the Best Computer War Game of the
Year, prasented by the Gaming Associgtion of
America.

So what makes it 50 good as to be able to baat the
pants off 25 other top class nominations?

The answer seems 1o lig in the corporate slogan
*The Action Is Simulated — The Excitement |s Real".
For the experts behind the MicroProse simulations
make them accurate in every detail.

Such iz the realism involved that one of the
MicroProse packages — Solo Flight — is used-as a
teaching aid by Cessna Flying Schools in the States.

All the titles call for making real life judgments and
decisions as the users are called vpon to perform a
variety of ‘challenging roles. And Silent Service is
certainly no exception.

The thrill and danger of captaining a World W/ar ||
subrmarine in the South Pacific can be experienced

Decamber 1986 Atard 8T Uzer

through & wide selection of historical seenarios
ranging from single-ship -attacks to multi-patrol
missions with haavily escorted convovs.

Al of the submarine’s critical battle stations are
raplicated — the conning tower, enging room and
ship’s bridge.

Player selected “reality levels' provide challenge
and complexity. Automatic time scaling insures that
gctions and decisions are constantly required.

In his review of Silent Service in the American
Antic. magazine, Maval Commander Rich Moore
wrote:

“The simulation experts at MicroProse have
outdone themselves . . . you can almost smell the
diesal il and feel the deck rolling bensath your feet’.

Mor was the ST version of Silent Service simply. a
question of porting it over from a previous varsion,
MicroProse dodgsn't do things like that.

The program has been completely re-written to
take full advantage of the machine’s graphics, sound
and play-action capahbilities.

It features a detailed map system and enemy
targets, intricately designed instrumentation and

5PD 18
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SIMILATION
SHSPERDED

Sient Service. . . superh simufation

submaring interiar, and an expanded enemy fleet to
include heavy cruisers and aircraft carriers.

The sound effects of the sea; engine, enemy ships

and submarine klaxon have been compared to studio
recordings.
. Game controls have been simplified o employ
on-screen icons for all activity selections =0 that the
submarine can be controlied entirely. by using a
mouse anly, Naturally it also operates with a joystick
or the keyvboard.

Silent Service promises to be tha first in'a
whole-line of high-quality simulation software for the
ST from MicroProse.

The reason for this — according 1o a company
spokesman — is that they see the ST “as one of the
most exciting machines to enter the home computer
marketplace in-a long time’.

Given the guality of its games and its commitment
to the 3T, the entry of MicroProse to the 5T market
promizses graat things for the futura.

Mike
Cowley
reporting
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Macro Assembler £39.95
This Macro Assembiler is the finest MEB0O0 assembler available on any PC. The
package consists of an editor, macro assembler, linker and a library of structured

1st Mail £29.95

15t Mail™ from GST is a mail merge program which is compatible with all versions of
15t Word™ _ It will allow you to combine your word processor with all of the

popular database progrems currently avaitable on the Atar ST, With 1st Mail you macras; Written by GST.
can produce multiple copies of any 15t Ward document. Its only limit will be your ; 3 i

 imoginaton! Witien by GST. Now improved with a comprehensive demanstration program.
C Compiler £59.95 Fractal Generator £19.95

Fractal Generator explores the infinitely complex and beawtiful fractal geometry of the

This C Compiler offers unbeatable value for money for GEM software development
Mandelbrot Set. Full GSTC and assembler source code is included for the enthusiast.

The package inchedes an editor, subset C compiler, assembler, Gnker and full GEM

Create detailed astralogical charts wsing ming diffefent house

hraries, Written by GST. Written by GST.
We are proud to be associated with Antic Publishing, well known in the U.S. for its high quality and innovative range of
software for the Atari.

CAD - 3D £49.95  StarStruck — The Astrologer £24.95

Oesign 30 solid o wing frame phjects with your GEM mouss.
Multiple Bght sources and views. Includes arimator. {DEGAS/Neo
compatiblel. Written by Tom Hudson, Licersed by Antic
Publishing I, :

Flash £33.95

Complete GEM-based telecommunseations, Programmable,
configurable, with builtin word processor, VT-100 and CIS Vidiex
graphics. Writien by: Joe Chiarrese and Alan Page. Licansed
by Antic Publishing Inc.

Maps and Legends — The Cartographer ~ £29.95
Generale Maps and Satolite views af the Ezrth. Seheet from
difterent projections and map types, Fully GEM based. Licensed
by Antic Pubshing lnc.

systems: GEM interface makes if easy. Writien by: Harvey
Koons: Licensed by Antic Pubfshing Inc.

C.0.L.R. Dbject Editor £24.95
Graphic design and software sprite editor for programmers wsing
the. T6-cofour mode, Written by: The Rughy Circle.. Licensed
by Antic Publishing Inc.

RedAlert £19.95
Defend against MIAKs, ICBMs and subrizunched missies. fn
unnening 301 Consirsction Sev Wiitten by: Dan Matejia and
Stanley Crang. Licensed by Antic Publishing Inc.

0 T

Electric Software Limited, Unit 8, Cromwell Business Centre, New Road, St Ives, Cambs PE17 4BG, England.
Tel: (0480) 66433 Telex: 81113 PM PROF G. Telefax: (0954) BO318.



Just the thing for
budding Kasparovs

Program; Chess

Price: £24.85

Supplier: Psion; Psion House, Harcourt: Street,
London WiH 10T, '

Tel OT-723°8408 }

COMBINING the most stunning cheass
graphics you're ever likely to ses on a home
computer with fast and powerful pilay,
Psion's new release is set to checkmate
every other chess program on the market.

The graphics grab you by the throat. The large
board and pieces are shown in full screen 3D
perspective, the view being almost identical to
what you would have if you were sitting in front
of a real chess board,

You make @ move by pointing and clicking the
molse on the desired piece, dragging it to the
destination square and clicking again. Unlike the
desktop facilities;, there's no flicker or ghost-
imaging while dragging —the pieces glide across
the board like a finger across satin.

When a piece is moved by the computer, ittao
slides smoothly-and unerringly toits destination
square. Should a check result from either side the
involved pieces gently pulsate.

Mo illegal moves are permitted — a warning
bell sounds if you attempt to make ong. Any
move can be cancelled before the second click by
returning the piece to its original square.

Psion Chess is rich in options, all accessible
from pull-down menus. The accompanying
manual gives you enough information to get
startad but most of the detsil is built into a Help
option which can be called up at any time. All text
within the program is available in any of six
selectable languages, including English, French
and German.

Games may be between player and computer,
two players or computer against computer.
There is a wide range of computer speed/skill
levels to choose from, ranging from novice
through matching your own speed (equality)
going right up to infinity {the computer keeps
analysing until you farce it to mowval,

An excellent two-dimensional display is also
available. This only takes up half the screen,
leaving room for chess clocks and move records
to be displayed alongside the board.

A graphically superb and simpie to use board
set-up facility allows you to arrange your own
pasitions for playing or for solving mating
prablems. The pieces skate on to and out of the
board at your command. Psion Chess can solve

— Decambor 1986 Atarl ST User

mate problems of up to nine moves ahead by
gither side,

Some of the many otheroptions are hint, take
back, offer a draw, enable/disable computer’s
ability to resign, automatic replay (with optional
forward and backward stepping) and analysis
(computer's evaluation of position and current
linel. It's also possible to save a game for later
reloading, invert the board, force the computerto
make its best move so far, play its next best maove
and change sides.

The beauty of this program is not just skin deep.

. ‘Behind the astounding graphics and wealth of

options there lies a8 powerful chess-playing
program. Psion Chess was in fact a recent winner
of the World Microcomputer Chess Cham-
pionships,

The program comes handsomely packaged
and includes 50 classic games for you to study
and replay.

This is an immaculate program and a joy to
use. Whether you're a novice or a budding
Kasparov, Psion Chess has got to be the one
chess program that you simply must have —
guality as high as this doasn’'t come along every

ST

day. Buyit! ]
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STARGLIDER

Reviewed
by
Andrew
Bennett

:

GO FAR
WITH

FProgram: Stargiider

FPrice; £24.95

Supplier: Rainbird, 74 New Oxford Street, London
WC 14 1F8,

Tel: 01-240 8838

WHEN Starglider was first shown at the
1985 PCW Show it was six months into
development and consisted of just a few 3D
routines written in machine code. A year
later it has grown into a game which author
Jeremy San had trouble squeezing into the
ST's 512k of memory.

Having previewed Starglider in the Septem-
ber issue of Atari 5T User we're going to take a
more detailed look at the finished product and its
gameplay.

The first thing that strikes you when you run
Starglider is the stunning title screen and
amazing music which accompanies it. The music
— the Starglider song — has been speeially
recorded then digitised and stored in 170k of the
ST's memory.

A quick press of any key and you're flung into
your Airborne ground attack vehicle (AGAY)
flying low over the planet Movenia, which has
been overtaken by the evil Egron fleet. The
graphics give a stunning 3D representation of
the planet’s surface and the multitude of enemy
craft through the AGAV's window. They are
based on the vector graphics from such games as
Battlezone, but use the ST's resolution and
colours to far more effect. The game can be
played in black and white or colour.

Your ship is controlled with the mouse acting

A miEsifeis launched ..

December 1986 Aiar 5T User

as joystick: A mowve to the left and the AGAV
banks to the left, a move forward and the AGAV
loses height, and so on. Speed is also controlled
by the mouse. Keeping the right hand button
pressed, you move the mouse forward to speed
up and back to slow down.

Your primary weapon is the trusty old laser
beam which is backed up by missiles. You are
supplied with-only one missile at the start of the
game and must dock in a supply siloto replenish
your stock. The laser guns are aimed using the
cross hairs in the centre of the display and fired
by pressing the left hand mouse button.

The: Egron fleet is vicious, ranging from the
magnificent red Starglider One with its flapping
wings through tri-launchers = which fire thres
missiles at once — to ugly land based walkers.
Most of the enemy fire deadly red missiles which
can cause a guick depletion of yvour shields.

For their part, some of the enemy can only be
destroyed with a missile while most nesd
multiple hits with the laser. Some of the more
menacing Egrons guch as Starglider One require
more than one missile hit, which is difficult
because you must return to the supply silo for
2ach missile,

A missile is launched by pressing the
spacebar. A voice says: “Missile Launched” and
a view from the missile’s nose cone is shown.
You only have a few seconhds to steer it to its
target before it detonates.

Docking with the silo is a tricky business
which reguires practice. YWhen you have
successfully docked you can call on the
computer in the silo to report on the relative
strengths of the various enemy craft. Entering a
silo gives you an extra missile and replenishes
yaur-energy and shigld. Dock again too soon and
a missile won't be available since it takes a fixed
amount of time to be manufactured.

Refualling is probably the.most difficult part of
the game. | don’t want to give too much away,
but | will tell vou that this is accomplished using
the three energy towers on the planet surface
and & very tricky flying manoeuvre.

The full background story is given in a 84 page
novella which also gives clues for gameplay. You
could play Starglider on its shoot-em-up merits
alone for some time, but eventually a read of the
novella will allow you to refuel and get more out
of the game.

With some atcade-type games the danger is
that vou can explors them fully during a
demonstration in 2 shop without realising it.
Then, when yvou get the game home, you find
there's nothing left to do. This won't happen with
Starglider: The further you get into it, the more it
offers you. It definitely gets my vote for Atarr ST
User game of 1986 (and possibly 1987 as well).
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T SOFTWARE GLU

=3 Shop are the UK's NoT Atar Spacialists, We have been dedicated to the Atari rmarket for the past 7 years and have the widest range of Atari product in the LK. W
= 1o slock EVEAY Alar compatiple product on the markst and offer & FREE information service 1o Alari owness. Through our ST software club, we will keap ST
~wrars up fo date with the range of 8T product which is available &s well a5 deiallz of any special offers. The list below is of the product which we currently have in
wiock for the 5205T, aswell as titles which we expect to-be raleased in the near future, If you would like to join our softwere club and receive a full copy of our price list

wth release details and further ST bullatins, please complete the coupon belgw. This service is complataly FREE OF CHARGE!

ACADEMY
Typimg TiAOr
ECTINIZION
Sorrpwed Tima
msckEr
KEndERATIW
khagic Siudhg
ADYENTURE INTHL
Gremiing
ANTIC
':' A Objest Editor
- l;la.:ul,'_l."r d
o ards
urrey & ﬁe
tam & Me
ARTWORX
Bridge
Godf
ATAR|I CORPORATION
300 indarices
Sasio Compiber
graakoul
lmages
Joust
Star Reidens
ST Cobol
AZTEC SOFTWARE
Spenkpaby [Spaach Syt
EATTERIES INCLUDED
Diegns
Hamapak
BAYWIEW SOFTWARE
wiprd for Word
BECKEMEYER DEVY. TOOLS
Micro S Shall
BLUE CHIP SOFTWARE
Barpn
Mitlicnalre
Tyoson
BOS
BOS Auloclerk
BOE Aviolndex
B35 Findar
BOE Flxad Asdels
BoS Inwntery Confrol
BOS Inwditing
BOE Jab Costing
BOS Microoobol Compllar
BOS Megatator
235 Nominal Lodgsr
205 Qfice Awtomation Pask
BOE Payrall
B8 Planner
BO5 Purchase Ladger
OS5 Bales Ledger
805 Saies Ordor Processing
805 5aams
805 Wrlter
BOS/5 Uaraning Sysiam
BTM B0FT
880G Basic Interprelar
CASHLINK
ST Accounts
Haolalier
CHELTEK SYSTEMS
Small Bminess ACCOUNGE

CHIPSOFT

5T Accounts
CROSSBOW MUSIC
Music Wiritar
DATABENCH

Cptimum

DATACODE SYSTEME INT
Froject Leadar
DELTROM

Haoore Planetariuvm
DIGITAL RESEARCH
Galculaber

GEM Diaw

GEM Painl

GEM Write

=T Basic

57 Loge

DRAGON GROUR
dxForth = Lawal 1

4 x Forih - Leval 2

Farih Ascalarsior

5T Colouring Boak
ELECTRONIC ARTS
Financiml Cook Book
Marife Madnass
ENGLEEH BOFTWARE
5T Elakiraglice

EXECON SCFTWARE
TAUTUS ACoaunis
Tawrus Ervaiting

Tawnis Printors Es1/Oucis
Taurue Slock-Cantral
EXTENDED SOFTWARE CO.
Dk Linsary X
FTL/DASIS SOFTWARE
Sundag - Frozen Legacy
FYDLER MICROPROORAMMING
Adminisirator

Dalastate 3

Mailmate

Mastargraph

Parsonal Assselant
LSpellimate

Spraadmale

GST SYSTEMS

GST ASM

GSTC

GST Edit

HABA

Checkbook Minder
Hebo Cale

Haba Dex

Habg Hippo C

Haba Letters (Husineas)
Haba Marge

Habn Sabulions

Haba Wil

Haba Writes

HIFFO

Hippo Art |

Hippo Bagkgammon
Hippo Ccﬂ'll:ll..ltﬂf AIMENAC
Hippo: Condspt

Hippi Disk Litilitins
Hippa Fants

Hippn Jokas & 0ugins

HIPPO cont

Hipps Pixal

Hipps RAM DSk

Hipps Simpla

Hippo Spall

Hippa Ward

HISOFT

C=Complier

Davpas 5T

Pascal 5T

INFOCOM

A bind Foraver Vioyaging
Bllyhoo

Culthroals

Daaaling

Enchamter

Hitchhisers Guida - Galaxy
infidp!

Planatfall

Spastalaer

Sorcaror

Spell Brapaer

Slarcross

SEspact

Suspendad

Wishibringer

WitnBees

Zork L AL
INTELLIGENT BOFTWARE
3-0 Chess

ISLAND LOGIC

busic Byatem (The)
Polyecan

KM

H=Cin'tn

H-Ram

K-Soka

H-Spraad

K-Waorg

LASEREOFT

Lassrbasa

LLAMASOFT
Golourspaco

MARK OF THE UNICORN
Fimal Ward {\Wd Processaor)
Hex [Cubert Iype game)
Mince Editar

Pl ntarcom = V1006 Emal,
MARE WILLIAMS CO

G Compiler

Leds Wiila

MEGAMAX

G-Compliar
METACOMCO

Lattice O Complior
Macrg Azsombler
Pagcal Compiler
MICHTRON

Calendgar

Easy Record

Flight Simulalor.
Goldrunmnar

IBM ASGI Flla Translar
Majar Mation i
Mighity Mall

MITenm (Gomms Programp
Transier IBM-Adari

MICRODEAL

Disk Help

Flip Sida (Raversi Gama)
Lasmds of Havoo

M Copy

MiDisk (RAM Disk)
Mizhtian LiLilitiag

Kud Plas

Sal-Spocl

Teme Bandil

Twin Pack (b4/Disk & 54t Sal)
MICRD-ED ING

Hame Accountant
MICROPROSE

Silanl Sarvice
MICROPROCESSOR ENG.
Farth - 32-Bit

MIGRAFH INC

Diratw Write

Efndy Diraw

MIRACLE TEGHNOLOGY
AZCH/Praatet Comme
MIRAGE

Exprass (Lalier Froceasor
Haolmeas & Duckwanh Forth
Holmaa & Dfwih Tool Box
MIRRORSOFT

Flaal Sireal Editor
MONARCH DEVELGFPMENT
Shicrd = Shape/lcon Editor
MOSAIC

Integraied 7

OMMNITREND

Uinlwerse 1

055

Prrsonal Diskit

Prrsanal Pascal

Pessonal Frolog
OTHERVALLEY SOFTWARE
Dedta Pairal

Lok o]

Db Sne

VWhosd Wiz

PAPER LOGIC

ST ToolkH (PAE)
PARADOX SOFTWARE
[esk Diary

Migzion Modse

PEMGUIN

Crimaon Srown

Hyphus

Penatate

Trans'fl-uanla

PHILONH

Baszig-G Cemplror
Basic-M Compiiar

G Gompiler

Catind

Foriran

Hanrys Fundamental Bashc
Fascal Compiler

RPG

PLANMER

Project Manager

PRECISION SOFTWARE

Superbasa
Superseripl

PROGREESIVE COMP. APR.

Fig-gal
Graphic Artist

FROSPERD SOFTWARE

Pastal (150
Prg Fortran 77

PRYORITY SOFTWARE

Forbidden Qusst
Gateway
PSYGNOSIS
Brafeocias

QUEST INTERNATIONAL

Cashtrader:

Cashirader AnalyZar Maduia
MWominall Ganaral Lacges
Purghasa/Creditors Ladger

Sales/Dabtors Lad
Sales Invoiging

Stock Control Ledger
QUICKYIEW SYSTEMS

Zoomraohs

RAINBIRD SOFTWARE

Pawn [Tha)
Sarglidar

RAEGENT SOFTWARE

FRegant Ward
Spalling Checkar

RIGING ETAR INDUSTRIES
Businags Graphics
CAD/CaM Systam

Music
Sahsdi|er
Spreadshest
Valdas

Mal Diraw
al Mail

Val Paint

SCARBCROUGH BYSTEMS

Magter Typa
SIEARA ON-LINE
Slack Gayldran
Kings Quest 132
Uitima 2

winnie ine Fooh
M SOFTWARE
Filemanager
Spailing Checker
Sprendshont
‘Word Procassar

SOFTEX/SOFTECHNICS

Protous

Ahythm

Timelink
SOFTLOGIK CORP
Eleciro Calsnder
Elacing Sotitaire &
Logikhron

SOFTWARE PUNCH

Alarinat
Alariword
Meganet

Prastal Eqmulaiion
Print Spaciar
Funchpag

L

1

_SPINMAKER SOFTWARE

SOFTWORKS
AECHPrasel Comms

Hamework Halpar (hlaths)
Homawork Halper {Words)
S5T SYSTEMS

Chat Communicatbens Pack
STONEWARE

OB Mastar 1§

SUBLOGIC:

Flight Simiratail

Jd

SUPPLEMENTAL

Two Key Accounling
SYSTEMATICE

Ganeral Ladger

Invaloe

Fayral

Purchase L adger

Gases Ladger

Sheck Coninol

TALENT

Fiaxfils

Loat Kangdom. ZKulfWeal
RAM Disk = Spooler

TOH

Andra - Dacument Pros,
Wodula g

P Syslam

TELARUM

ATAZGN

Dragon World

Fahranheil 457

Kung Fu'

Mine Frinces of Amber
Perry Mason Mandarin Bidr
TK COMPUTER PRODUCTS
Monday Morning Manager
TOWNGATE SOFTWARE
Cagh Manager [BOS)
UNISON

Art Ginlipry

Frinl Mastar

ViF

VIF Frotesgional
WHITENDALE

WS Apcousinis Time Fiardng
WASF Fasilane

WASE Incampiets Fecords
WASF Insurinoe Brokers
WASE |ntegraled Legal Accaling
WASFE Legal Accounting
WASF Frinters Cosling
WASE Prinbers Eslimating
WASP Salicitors
WINDHAM CLASSICS
Trrasurs ksland

Wizard of 02

WORD OF GOD COMMS.
Somm Wond

ELENT SOFTWARE
Bngalont

Aubbar Stamg

Typoroiter 5T

Sideup, Kent, DA14 4DX
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of goodies

Buying apresent
for your ST ?

IF your ST has been crying out *"What are
you going to get me for Christmas?'’ or if
you have a loved one who owns an ST, this
article will help you through the hardwars
and software jungle so that you can aasily
decide what Christmas presents to buy
them.

The problem with buving presents for a
computer mad friend is that you often have no
knowledge of what is good or bad — and
computing can be a very expensive hobby. To
help you decide, we've split the presents into
three sections depending upon their price.

In the computer market the least you can get
away with paying is probably in the £5 to £20
bracket. There are dozens of programs and
accessories for the ST that fall into this category,
and at this price they make the best small
presents or stocking fillers.

Two ideas from the Macintosh market that
have just appeared for the ST are the mouse mat
and mouse house. The mouse mat = which sells
for £8.95 — is a small vinyl covered mat which
sits beside your ST and under your mouse.
Moving the mouse aver the mat, instead of your
dusty desktop, will keep its insides clean and
trouble free. i

The mouse house is & cover for your mouse
which costs £7.95. However, this is no ordinary
plain dust cover — it's furry and has two small
eves, which-make your mouse look both cute and
alive. Not recommended to thoss who don't like
real mice!

Dust covers also: fall neatly into this price
category. If you leave your ST unattended for
long periods, you should make sure that large
amounts of dust cannot build up inside the ST
itself ar its disc drive and monitor. Moulded to
shape, a dust cover protects against this.

There are covets available for the drive,
monitor or the ST. If you are going to buy the ST
cover you should make sure that you get the
correct size as the 520 models are smaller than
the 10405T.

Items such as printer ribbons, paper and blank
discs are always being used up at alarming rates
and will be gratefully received. Make sure though
that you buy the correct sizes and specifications
for the equipment owned. Ribbons are different
for nearly every make of printer, but simply
naming the printer will ensure that you get the
right one. Printer paper is most commonly 9
inches (22.5em) wide, with a sheet length of 11
inchas (27.5em).

Blank 3.Bin discs for the ST can be either

double or single sided. There are many makes of
disc, which can often confuse the beginner who
is naturally drawn to names that he recognises —
but may have to pay a ot more for. As with video
tapes there are enly four or five actual
manufacturers of discs — most of the cheaper
brands are simply relabelled versions of the maore
expensive names. MNobody will hate you for
buying X brand discs instead of Y. Prices range
from about £15 to £35 for a box of ten,

Disc boxes can be bought for as little as
£12.95 for a box which holds 25 discs. Once
again a box for 3.5in discs must be purchased. A
disc box will stop you losing discs and will keep
them clean and dust free.

Although the average computer game costs
between £9 and £15 for B bit micros, the
majority of ST games fall into the £20 to £35
range. However, there are some games under
£20. The most notable of these are Colourspace
and Major Motion. :

Colourspace from Llamasoft is described as
being to light what a music synthesiser is to
sound and is the modern eguivalent of a
kaleidoscope. Iis effect is hypnotic. Everyone
should have a copy.

Major Motion from Microdeal costs £19.95
and puts you in charge of a small car which is
released on to a busy highway from the back of &
van. It was reviewed in the August 19886 izsue of
Atari ST User.

With the ST being more expensive than the
average micro, the £20 to £50 range is where
most of the products for it fall.

For starterz there are literally dozens of
games, some conversions of 8 bit versions and
other brand new titles,

With the ST's speed and large amount of
memaory, arcade games are getting closer and
closer to real arcade guality — and among the
best of these are Joust and Starglider.

One of the first commercial programs written
for the ST, Joust the has only just been released
by Atari. You're in charge of a strange emu-like
bird in a contest against the computer controiled
enemy. It is a faithful reproduction of the arcade
game of the same name, sven down to the
flapping of the bird's wings.

Based on a Star Wars scenario Starglider —
reviewed elsewhere inthisissue of Atari ST User
— s probably the ST game of the year and well
worth the money at £24.95 from Rainbird.

A title that might be in the shops before
Christmas is Marble Madness from Electronic
Arts. This game puts vou in control of a ball
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bearing s it careers around a course and is trug
in every way to the arcade original.

Adventure games for the ST fall into two
camps: text only and graphic.The text only titles
from Infocom have become classics since their
introduction to the micro scene in the late 70s.
However as the graphics capabilities of home
computers have incregsed over the vyears,
adventure games which also include plctures of
thelr various scenes have grown in popularity.

One game which caused much favourable
comment when it was introduced earlier this
vear is The Pawn from Rainbird. Costing £24.8b
and billad as an Infocom-type game with
graphics, The Pawn includes many professionally
drawn pictures,

Also waorth looking out for are the range of
sdventuras from Activision. Borrowed Time has
you as a Sam Spade-type character who must
golve a crime. Tass Times In Tong Town is set in
an alternative universe populated by strange
creatures and where everyone speaks Teen
Speak.

There are many simulation games available
for the ST ranging from golf to flying. The ones to
look out for in this category are Leader Board
from Access, and Mean 1B from Accolade — both
golf games. Leader Board costs £24.95 and
gives a true 3D representation of each haole,
while Mean 18 costs £44.85 but offers the
ability to dasign your own courses with its
built-in editor, Silent Service, from Microprose,
simulates undersea warfare and is well worth its
price-of £24.85.

Strategic games for the ST are few and far
between at the moment. Probably the most
interesting and notable Is the newly converted
Psion 3D chess, This is a complate computer
chess player that Is better than most dedicated
machines and sells for £24.95,

Also in this price range are a number of
utilities, including ram discs, printer buffers, desk
accessories and disc doctors. The best value
desk accessory is probably the Back-Pack
cartridge from Computer Concepts (reviewed in
last month's Atari ST User) which includes nine
desk accessories for £49.85

Always welcome is a good disc doctor
program — these repair faulty or corrupted discs.
Best known of these are Michtron Utilities from
Micradeal and Disk Doctor from Antic software.

When we enter the £60 to £250 price range
we start to leave the srea of software and enter
the region of small hardware devices and
add-ons.

First off the mark is Fast ST Basic, the
cartridge language from Computer Concepts
{reviewed in last month's Atarf ST User) which
costs £89.95, Judging from ST owners’ reaction
to this new Basic, Computer Concepts is going to
sell thousands during the next few months.

Several other languages fall squarely into this
price range. The favourite language for the ST is
still €, and the most popular C compiler is
from Megamax which includes a linker, editor
and resource program-for £157 55,

¥
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Additional dise drives for the ST are made by
three manufacturers. Atari makes the most
expensive of these with single sided drives at
£150 and double sided at £193. Cumana and
Advanced Technologies and Technigues both
produce double sided drives at lower prices.
Cumana charges £159for one 1Mb double sided
drive and £269 for two. AST's drive costs just
£88, but requires an Atari drive to conngect to.

For those with colour systems £150 will buy
an Atari black and white, high resolution monitor.
Definitely not a downgrade, this will allow you to
use zome of the 5T's professional programs
which only operate in high resolution which is
unavailable in colour.

In these days of cheap disc drives, adding a
printer to the aystem is usually left until last. ST
compatible printers can cost anything from £150
to several hundreds of pounds. An Epson
compatible printer is best, since the ST is set up
to do graphics and screen dumps on an Epson
printer: And make sure you get the lead when you
get the printer!

And that about sums it up. Of course If you've
got money to burn you might consider upgrading
from one ST modal to another, By Christmas
Atari will be shipping the new 2Mb and 4Mb ST
models. f you are friendly with your dealer,
perhaps he'll be prepared to take your current
model in trade in for one. If vou are prepared to
spend this much on your 5T, then |'m sure that it

will be very happy with you for the rest of the,
vedr. =
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STIMULATION

FROM THE WORLDS LARGEST ST PUBLISHERS

KARATE KID PART H - THE COMPUTER GAME.

This s notjust anoiher Karale pame. Thisis the game of he fim.
(Fuice Daniel throwgh gt after fight againsl ever more powerul
arversaries, Then faca tha avil Chozen nimselfinthe Castie ol King
Shohashi, wheare vad must discoverihe secret ol the drum = or
digt Hu!me‘light’mg isnt afl. Catch fites with chopsticks and break
iz with your bare frand infull-size; animated graphic straens,
Daniel LaRusso faced the chaliange. The boy ganan. The
man becarme 2 hero What will youdo? AVAILABLE LATE
NOVEMBER = 224 95* calouroaky. STUPENDOUS

SHUTTLE! STAGGERING
A whote Shultle mission experience from yaur armehaic st homs
[1'5 the 1990°s and & new foak Shutte can take off from any
Incation and e with the minimumeof controls. Are you the next
Shuttle || Commander? First take the role of Mission Controlker
deciding the launch and landing pasitions and imings. then take:
the seat of Right Commander.. .54, 3. 2, Fignibanon: .,

L Tt o Lake Sautte 11inlo orbe ejecting the extermal ks,

5 Mow on fo thi Satellite that needs retrieving. 00 with your jet pack
and briig it back into the cango bay. Now take Shutte 1 down,
fhying through an s-turm —can you stop Shuttle [Thuming up?
(ncebackinta the a1mospneresgliae mantly dows untifthe renwayg
AQPEArs invigw. Gan you End Shutte 1 without ploughing 8 20
feet down into the mnwaiy? [hies rmmeqetgnl..l into the
ratings a5 one of the worlds best Shutile | fivers? Find out now by
playing this ultimate stmulation game . Shitla]l,

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER - £24 85" codour only.

PINBALLFRCTORY

PINBALL eomes 1o dite with his new ancade game. PINBALL has

never beenso realistic or socreative: Fiestjoln the staff of the ]

Finball Factory ~ take an empty play srea and design the (B o Jaldad :
backgraund graphics choosing colurs thatthe ballwan't bounce | T o £k B
off—the art packacs will it you design each serean pixel if you 1 R

want that sor of definition. Next desion your own playing board
with 30 different bumpers and halttraﬁgm pesitionif's no easy
fask. Mow test the game and change tne design toimprove the
play; are pou slished with tha play area? then switch to the Logo
design department, iere you can desian yeur own lopowith the
fullar packape incluted i t;:dﬂm ramm. Al finisned T notvell set
the scaring, qravity, ball spesd and elasticity then play the best
game of Fanhall you've ever plaved! crisp graphics: sound anc 13zt
ko, BMouse controds et vy ‘bump’ the machine justiike a real
pinbali machine and “Fap* the fippars. Now remember o save
yourcistomized game todisk. Yol can decite what's more fun—

desipni laying?
Aﬁ mﬁ%rnpumqmw colour only, STLINNING

l'll:
W EREN AR OnE
Sl BEE BRI

ELECTRONIG POCL STRIKING
A highly colourfil Video Pool ga:ne.l‘liusuike the arcade version),
fealurim%a high Soome tabie. 1 ord player options with realistic
sound effects plus rag-lme music_ Judge speed and distance,
adjustyour mrgction and fire yourcue ball, the smooth actionisss.
realistic you den't nesd to keave home 1uran‘u1hln§hulthe beerl
Features unigue Fun Game Option, by 2 FiDanyining can
happen =il we guarantee s the surprise hiddenunder eaoh key.
AVAILABLE WOW —E£19.95 " monoar colour,

E 3 : " TRIVIACHALLENGE : STUPEFYING

et et ] | g Here are neany 4000 fult length questions ranging from the Bizarre
C {o tha educaliolon Inlermationsl Sport, The Arts, Pap Musis;

| e tmiien  JHH | : Seienceand Technology and General Knowledge. This game has

" been designed along the lines of the soccessiul gambling games
¥ whichhavemkenthenubsarnﬂamade;hﬂsmrm. Yl can aven

| IRETRT 33 TR LT |

Pl in voure own questions and answers: Here's var chanes ta
enjoy ours of interest, days of frustration and weeks of
entertainment, TRIVIA CHALLENGE - the game which alfaws you
{0 be contestant, gambler and guizmasierand walk away with a
crockofgold. o4

AVAILABLE NOW-£19.95" mano or colour.

£ , O o T e T '."I
...GO ON STIMULATE YOUR ST TODAY j
BOX 68

=@ "microdeal? : ST AUSTELL
CREDIT CARD ORDERS BY PHONE B Ly i CORNWALL
0726 68020 ELECTROMIC PUBLISHIKG PL25 4YB



| HAVE had some interesting correspon-
dence this month. Top of the agenda was
the ST v Amiga rivalry. Among many
otherz: Mr R.J. Griffin has askad about
their relative merits.

The machines are bound to be compared:
Both are 68000 based computers. Both offer
excellent colour graphics and both have large
amounts of memory. When making com-
parisons betweean the systems, you might like
to take the following points into consideration.

Although, on paper the Amiga specifi-
cations seem more impressive, it has been
hampered both by a lack of built-in memary
and Commodore's indecisive marketing. The
Amiga has better graphics with more available
colours than the ST. Graphics displays are
made much faster by the prezence of the
Amiga’s blitter chip, which automatically
speeds up all such operations. The Amigs also
has better sound capabilities and offers full
stereo.

While the 5T lags behind on most of these
features, being first on the market has meant
that the ST can call on four or five timas more
software titles than the Amiga. Inaddition, the
Amiga has also been slow to catch on because
of its price = for a 512k computer with 512
colours and very high resolution graphics (for
a micro) the ST is truly “Power Without The
Price™.

And the ST's capabllities are Increasing:
Atari has a blitter chip for the ST which will be
available before the end of the year {see Atari
ST Userfor November) and hope to introduce
both stereo sound and graphics chips before
the middle of 1987, Their addition will bring
the ST up to and in some cases surpass the
Amiga.

My advice therefore is to buy an ST now
and expand’ it by adding the new chips when
they ‘become available and if you find vou
need them. In this way yvou'll finish upwith the
computer best suited for your needs without
paying for any unnecessary frills,

* ok

Harvey Jacobs of London is about to start
work on a game which he hopes ta market one
day and he wants to know which language is
best for beginners. Until a couple of months
ago my answerwould have been that the only
programming language to make full use of the
5T's features — including Gem — was C.

Howewver my opinion has changed now that

As you knmow, we always welcome submiss-
fons of ST-refated articles and programs. Until
now we have only accepied programs in ST
Basic and Logo, but we are expanding this to
include C and Fast ST Basic.

Keep them coming. We will always publish
well written, useful programs which will help
ar teach your feflow readers, We pay for all
submissions, and yvoull also get your name in
print. Fame at fast!

Buy now
and add

the frills
later

I've had a chance to use & copy of Computer
Concepts’ Fast Basic (reviewed in ths
November issue of Atari ST User). This
implementation of the language is easy fo
learn, fast and gives nearly complete access to
the 5T's capabilities.

In the near future Computer Concepts
hopes to produce a compiler for Fast Basic
which will allow you to create stand-alone
programs. This will mean that you will be able
to sell or give your programs to ST owners
who do not own Fast Basic itself.

* kK

Stephen assy has written from Switz-
erland where he and his faithful ST ars
currently shivering through the winter. Hae'd
like to make some ST friends in the UK and
can be contacted at Maontcheisi 29, 1008
Lausanne, Switzerland.

o W

Many of you have asked how the 512k
version of the ST is termed the B2OST.
Leonard Tramiel gave me the answer,
expressing slight annoyance at the names of
the two new machines.

He explained that up until now all of the
recent Atari computers have been numbered
by taking the number of bytes of built=in ram
that the computer has and rounding it down to
the nearest 10,000,

This means that.a 2Mb computer should be
numbered 2080 and 3 4Mb model should be
numbered 4190, It seems that the develop-
ment department at Atarl {(where Leonard
Tramiel works) was over-ruled by tha
marketing men who thought that double a
1040 is a 2080 and double thatis a 4160,
But, of course, now we know better. .,

4 4 4

Keep the guestions rolling in. Remember
that | can also be contacted on Telecom Gold
or MicroLink at 72:MAGOO1 or at Prestel box
614568383, Make sure that vou mark vour
question Atarf ST User.

I'Il'be at the Atari'User show at the end of
Movember and hope to see you there. A Merry
Christmas to averyones. |

Send your
Atari ST
gueries to:
ANDREW
BENNETT,

Atari ST User,
Europa House,
68 Chester Road,

Hazel Grove,
Stockport
SK7 BNY.

Decomber 1988 dAran ST User




Reviewed In ATARI User, September1986 by P&ter Knnwles and Hoger Wier.
“You get a complete development system — everything necessary to produce

commercial quality software is provided ... Clearly, Megamax C compiles faster

and produces much smallerfiles. These are great advantages, and maywell proveto

be the overriding consideration to many prospective buyers — together with its
friendly front-end shell and complete manuais”

Full K & R implementation.

Graphic shell,

Extensive library, float, single and double
precision.

B Easyaccesstoall GEM resources such as
DIALOGUE BOXES, ICONS, drop-down
MENUS, GEMDOS, AES and VDI.

Labour saving single command MAKE to
complle, link and run.

® Compiler, code improver, linker, librarian.

B Disassembler and Editor.

B Upto 6 times faster than other C compilers.

® Easy to use.

B Source Disc available.

Recommended Retail Price ................ £157.55 inc.

Official bodies and volume discount available.
European dealer enquiries welcome.

AS & T 1 MEGABYTE DRIVES

AS & T Disc Drives are 80 track, double sided disc
drives, offering 720k of storage capacity (one
Megabyte unformatted). The drives are daisy
chained to the standard ATARI drive, sharing the
same PSLU.

3.5inch drive (1MB) .. SRS s
Twin 3.5 inch drives IEME} free pllnth ~E199
51 inch drive (1MB) .. P ,...........£124
SH204, 20MB Wmchester T e PR L D)
EE%EE;M 1,2AND 4 SF534, 500k drive £138
SRS IMBIe s e et e RV

Why buy an ordinary 520 or 1040 5T whenfora
little extra, you can get right now ST computers
with 1, 2 or 4 Megabytes of RAM?

AS & T specialises in professional support for the
ST range, We are a registered Service Centre and
can provide you with efficient backup.

TWO MEGABYTES20 STM .......ccovmmieniiniinnns £730
FOUR MEGABYTE 1040 STF . ceanneennen 1440
Upgrading existing STs is passnbre F‘lease ring
for details.

MAKE IT MOVE
By Avila Associates
TRUE ANIMATION of your NEO and DEGAS
PICTURES. (Fade, Zoom, Wipe, Move etc.) 3
Ideal for creating moving cartoons, point of sale
demonstrations. R

ONLY £39.95 . G

Advanced Systems and Techniques (AS&T) Ltd, 87 Boumnemouth Fark Road, Southend-on-5ea, Essex 52 5J.J.




ST Computers:

Al 5T Computers come with a fres software package comprising
G.J-."I TDS Fars'lWl:rr{:I EASIC LEIGG NEGCHHDHE

.l,"llrlj:,'llj'r

Svstem 1: 520 STM (512K RAM}

High resolution monochrome monitor, SF354 (S00K) drive .........£560
System 2: 520 STM (512K RAM)

Phillips Medium resolution Caolour monitor, SF354 (S00K) drive | £740
System 3: 1040 STF (1024K RAM)

High resoiution manochrome manitor, Built-in 1MEB drive ......... EBA5
System 4: 1040 STF (1024K RAM)

Medium resglution Colour manitor, Buili-in A1MB drive . E£935
System 4A: 1040 STF+5C1224 . ..E1035
System 5: 520 STM TWO MB (2048K RAM)

High resclution monochrome monitor, SF354 (500K) drive...... £988

System 6: 520 STM TWO MB (2048K RAM)

hedium rescletion Colour monitor, Twin drives (2MEB), plinth .. E1145

System 7: 1040 STF FOUR MB (3096K RAM)

Philips Medium resoiution Colour monitor, Bullt-in 1MB drive . £1749

System 8: 1040 STF FOUR MB (4096K RAM)

High resolution Colour monitor, High resolution monochrome
monitor, Built-in IME floppy drive, SH204 20MB Winchester ... £2500

520 STM NOW
ONLY £330

|I 1. CASED ATARI DRIVES
2. UNCASED 31, DRIVES

NOW AVAILABLE SYNSOFT'S
GENERAL LEDGER Module 1.1

Uzer defingd password profection & Lo 1010 Departments inside
company allowed » 8000+ active account numbers = 500 aclive cheque
paymant accounts » Database size limited by disc spase enly » Suppons
the hard disk = Several databagses on one disc possible =
Printouts include:-

Balance shest, Income statement, Trial Balancaeto.

Supplied ina ring binder wallat.

Softwars updates and upgrade ko sales, purchass gnd general ledgar
version {or registerad users (15t quarter 138T).

OMNLY £59.95

5205TM +{1 MEG RAM) ........E415
5205TM & ASTI000 .....covenienn EH15

Monitors:

SM1 25 monochrome high res., ... £135
Philips CMB533 Calour

Medium resolution ... £200
Atari Colour, Med Resolutions ... £3938 §
MEG Colour+ Mono i £699 §
Plinths

Flinth for two SF drives ... E23
Printers

Atari Sk BO4BO GRS
MP165, 160 cps, NLQ ........
Juki 5510, 160 cps NLO
Star WML10 120 cps, NLEY .. ;
Star MB-15, 136 col, Eﬂﬂcps draft

Letter Quality 100.cps i, £1099
Juki 6100 daisy whesl ..o 285
Pty e S e s R £15

Software

Major tities from Kuma, Metacomoo,
Microdeal, Atari, Cashlink, Haba, Silica
Distribution. Please allow 7 days for
itemns not instock.

Books & Consumables

A range of books onthe 3T, diskettes,
printar paper, sticky labelselc. . . are
always available in our shop.

How to Order:

Al our prices include VAT at 15%,

You can pay for any item ligted above by cheque, bankers drait,
postal orders MADE PAYABLE TO AS&T, or credit cards {Access
and Visa).

System Package price on other combinationsis possible. We can
source virtually any hardware and software foryour ST. Please gt us
give you 2 quaote.

If you arder by phane, please ring:

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA (0702) 618 201 (5 lines)
AUTHORISED ATARI DEALERS

ORDER FORM

Flease add carriage
bulky items £7 {printer, computar ate)

£2.80 except drive £5,

Qur shopis open to the public
Monday to Friday 8 am (Sat. 11 am) to 530 pm
We reserve the rlaht to change prices and specifications
withoul notice.

Send to:
Advanced Systemns and Technigies (ASST) Ld
87 Boumemodith Park Road




MERCENARY —ESCAPE FROM TARG plus THE SECOND CITY . N %
| and the ARG SURVIVAL KITof Maps, Plans and Novelette A

! "THE ST COMPENDIUM EDITION E24.95 : i
NOVAGEN SOFTWARE - SALES 142 ALCESTER ROABBIRMINGHAM B13EHS 021 4485516




AN ST

Program: C‘omarman :
Price: £40
Supplier: Migrodesl, 41 Trura Road. St Austﬂ'ﬂ or (!
Carnwall. Tel: 0726 68020, :
OMNE of the great things about Gem is that
you can load up to six desk accessories
into memory at once. Cornerman is such an

| accessory, containing 10 different utilities.

An Aseil Table display 16 characters ata time
with their decimal and hexadecimal values; and

you-use conventional sliders to lock through the
1able. Ascii codes. are often required during
program development but unfortunately editors

supplied with some languages are not Gem
based, thus preventing Cnrr‘rermans facilities
from bErng accessed,

The 16 digit calculator provides three
memories, base conversion -and operates in
bimary, octal, decimal or hexadecimal. There is a
direct correspondence between the positioning

F

password must be entered before the large clock
will be removed from the screen, enabling you to
conceal what you are working on.

On booting up the system a'small rectangle in
the top right corner of the screen gives a digjtal
: : time display in hours and minutes. A& minor
of thelcalnulawrs keys and those of the 5T's [rritatiunp E: the periodic flickering of this
numeric keypad. : rectangle and the mouse pointer, but you can

To enter the extra characters required for disabla it.
nexadecimal numbers you use the cursor keypad.
Abowva the main display is a reminder of the last
four numbers and functions entered which can
also be echoed to the printer.

Notepad allows storage of up to 32,767
pages of seven lines each of 32 characters. Dos Window allows you to run a non-
Facilities provided are to edit, delete, load or save Gem program ‘from within another program
text, Data is saved to a file on disc, together with  wnoit returning to the desktop. The program
the date and time. However control codes in the must be stored on dizcas “command’” and have:
file prevent you from using text editors or word 4,0 PRG, TOS or .TTP file extension. This facility

pm“‘?gsmf‘ P egg ””t;?“had d"‘g,a' desianeq  WilI allow access to MichTron’s Dos Shell
Dialst 1= oR-ardress/phone citectony Qesigne program which permits the user to issuse

The Pririt utility allows printing from the files
generated by Notepad, Dialler, Phone Log and
Setup. You can print all entries, the currently
displayed entry or entries between specified
dates.

for use with a Hayes-compatible auto-dial ;o mands 1o the operating system from the i
modem. The information is again saved to a file keyboard. . e HBUIEWEI]
on disc. ; =
- : : ; : Cormerman takes up about 107k on the disc
| Phone Log, used in conjunction with Dialler, 4 1951 of ram when installed. The difference hy SIITI{III

| records the date, time, person and duration of
every phone call, It is assumed that telephone e JUng
numbers are in the American format of three
numbers for the area code, followed by another
three for a local area code and four for the
number itself

The Setup utility allows you to select how
these numbers are interpreted and it is possible
to store British numbers; although' their textual

fesk File Wiew Options
Fifteen B '
il

13

5
18

representation in the directory will probably be 12 e -

incorrect with spaces in the wrong places. The F o €]

Setup utility also allows the RS232 parameters 2 :
to be changed but the 1200/75 baud rate is a Hotena Harnal } |[Local [ Zone [[ LD |
noticeable omission. Fri 8 Aug 1986 8:77:48 an | e W e sres

Fifteen |s an ldentical puzzle to that found an
the Macintosh desktop, Invoelving shifting
numberad tiles until they are in numerical order.
It's;a great novelty when you first use it, but |
would guestion its inclusion in a utility sujte.

The Cfock utility produces a small analogue
clock which, by clicking the “full”™ box, fills the
whole screen. To prevent screen phosphor burn
the screen colour changes every minute on a

i
i [ Save | Beplace Bestors [Defete] [ Edit |

colour monitor and inverts on a monochrome —
maonitor. You can set up a facility so that a  Figurel: Cornerman’s Notepad, Dialer, Fifigen purzle and Clock
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OR 50% discount if purchased with a 520 SINCLAIR QL 15.6
STM Pack IBM PC 16.8

; o : COMMODORE 128  40.1
FPhone for compelitive prices SPECTRUM 54.8
Cumana Disc Drives, Miracle Modems and
Philips Monitors in stock. FAST BASIC 1.8
AUTHORISED ATARI DEALER These are the average PCW benchmarks

between these two figures represents the
workspace reqguired for saving the 'screen,
creating a8 R3232 buffer and for buffering data
before it is saved to disc,

The memory is claimed when Cornerman is
installed rather than dynamically when the utility
is used, ensuring that the accessory will only be
installed if there is enough memory to use all the
utilities. An exception is the RS232 buffer, which
is not created if there is insufficient memory. In
this case, a warning is given to the userand the
auto-dial facility is disabled.

The memory constraints become very limiting
on 512k machines: In 15t Word there isn't
enough memory left to run the printer driver
program, regardless of the size of the document.
In ST Basic there is only about 25k of free
memory. Both these examples are with the TOS
in rom without which there wouldn't even be
enough memory to run Basic.

Cornerman can easily be transferred to a start-
up disc, thus alleviating any disc space problems
using the 500k drive. The data files for the
utilities such as the notepad mustalso be on this
disc.

The limitation of six desk accessories
encourages writers to pack as many utilities as
possible into one accessory, but this means that
you cannot separate the utilities and discard the
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Figure I Cornerman’s Calcufator and Ascil Table

ones you don't need. The result is.an accessory
that is so large thatit is not always practical to
use it in conjunction with other applicationson a
standard 5T. Owners with 1Mb machines should
not have any problems unifess they-install other
accessories such as ram discs and printer

spoolers.
In conclusion, Cornerman is an excellent
package —if you can spare the memory | [ |
g e T s e T 8
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FAST ST BASIC

The first ROM Cartridge for the ST
(normally £89.95)
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